
 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 2: 16 
The shepherds went in haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant  
lying in a manger. 
 
Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 

 

SUNDAY MASS TIMES:   7:00pm (Saturday); 8am,  9:15am;  10:45am;  12:15pm,  3:00pm  & 6:00pm 
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we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.   
Amen. 
 
Collect 
O God, who were pleased to give us 
the shining example of the Holy Family, 
graciously grant that we may imitate them 
in practising the virtues of family life  
and in the bonds of charity, 
and so, in the joy of your house, 
delight one day in eternal rewards. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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First reading   Genesis 15:1-6,21:1-3 
The word of the Lord was spoken to Abram in a vi-
sion, ‘Have no fear, Abram, I am your shield; your 
reward will be very great.’ 

‘My Lord,’ Abram replied ‘what do you intend to 
give me? I go childless…’. Then Abram said, ‘See, 
you have given me no descendants; some man of my 
household will be my heir.’ And then this word of the 
Lord was spoken to him, ‘He shall not be your heir; 
your heir shall be of your own flesh and blood.’ Then 
taking him outside he said, ‘Look up to heaven and 
count the stars if you can. Such will be your descend-
ants’ he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, 
who counted this as making him justified. 

The Lord dealt kindly with Sarah as he had said, 
and did what he had promised. So Sarah conceived 
and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the time 
God had promised. Abraham named the son born to 
him Isaac, the son to whom Sarah had given birth. 
The word of the Lord. 
 
Responsorial Psalm              Ps.  127(128):1-5 
R. O blessed are those who fear the Lord  
 and walk in his ways! 
 
O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. R. 
 
Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. R. 
 
Indeed thus shall be blessed 
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life! R. 
 
Second reading   Colossians 3:12-21 
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you, 
and you should be clothed in sincere compassion, in 
kindness and humility, gentleness and patience. Bear 
with one another; forgive each other as soon as a 
quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you 
must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep 
them together and complete them, put on love. And 
may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because 
it is for this that you were called together as parts of 
one body. Always be thankful. 

Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a 
home with you. Teach each other, and advise each 
other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your hearts 
sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; 
and never say or do anything except in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him.  
Wives, give way to your husbands, as you 

should in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and 
treat them with gentleness. Children, be obedient 
to your parents always, because that is what will 
please the Lord. Parents, never drive your children 
to resentment or you will make them feel frustrat-
ed. 
The word of  the Lord. 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
At various times in the past 
and in various different ways, 
God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 
but in our own time, the last days, 
he has spoken to us through his Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel     Luke 2:22-40 
When the day came for them to be purified as laid 
down by the Law of Moses, the parents of Jesus 
took him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord, – observing what stands written in the Law 
of the Lord: Every first-born male must be consecrated 
to the Lord – and also to offer in sacrifice, in ac-
cordance with what is said in the Law of the Lord, 
a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. 

Now in Jerusalem there was a man named Sime-
on. He was an upright and devout man; he looked 
forward to Israel’s comforting and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death until he 
had set eyes on the Christ of the Lord. Prompted 
by the Spirit he came to the Temple and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him 
what the Law required, he took him into his arms 
and blessed God; and he said: 
    ‘Now, Master, you can let your servant go in 
     peace, just as you promised; 
     because my eyes have seen the salvation 
     which you have prepared for all the nations to  
     see, a light to enlighten the pagans 
     and the glory of your people Israel.’ 
As the child’s father and mother stood there won-
dering at the things that were being said about 
him, Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his 
mother, ‘You see this child: he is destined for the 
fall and for the rising of many in Israel, destined to 
be a sign that is rejected – and a sword will pierce 
your own soul too – so that the secret thoughts of 
many may be laid bare.’ 

There was a prophetess also, Anna the daughter 
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was well on 
in years. Her days of girlhood over, she had been 
married for seven years before becoming a widow. 
She was now eighty-four years old and never left 
the Temple, serving God night and day with fast-



ing and prayer. She came by just at that moment and 
began to praise God; and she spoke of the child to all 
who looked forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem. 

When they had done everything the Law of the 
Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth. Meanwhile the child grew to 
maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and God’s 
favour was with him. 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 
Homily 
 
 
The Creed 
I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only-Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made,  
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
   
For us men and for our salvation   
He came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary 
and became man.      
 
For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate. 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins, 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

Prayer over the Offerings 
We offer you, Lord, the sacrifice of conciliation, 
humbly asking that, 
through the intercession of  
the Virgin Mother of God and Saint Joseph, 
you may establish our families firmly in your grace 
and your peace. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

Sanctus: 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Agnus Dei: 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 
 
Communion Antiphon  Bar 3: 38 
Our God has appeared on the earth,  
and lived among us. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Bring those you refresh with this  
heavenly Sacrament, most merciful Father, 
to imitate constantly  
the example of the Holy Family, 
so that, after the trials of this world, 
we may share their company for ever. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 

IN CASE OF HOSPITAL ADMISSION: If any 
Catholic you know is taken to the hospital, please 
let us have their details so we can link them up 
with Catholic chaplains in the hospitals for proper  
spiritual care. 
 
Congratulations to Rev David Hunter and Rev 
Mathew Donnelly who were ordained deacons for 
the Archdiocese on 19 December 2020 at St John’s 
Seminary, Wonersh.    

 
Prayers for those who have died - Please re-
member in your prayers the following clergy of the 
Archdiocese, or clergy who have worked in the 
Archdiocese, who have died recently:  
Father John O’Callaghan who died on 16 Oct 2020 
Deacon Alan Boxall who died on 12 Nov 2020 
Father Michael Gwinnell who died on 14 Dec2020 
Canon Frank O’Sullivan who died on 22 Dec 2020 



Pastoral Letter for the Solemnity of the Holy 
Family 

To be read at all Vigil and Sunday Masses over the weekend of 26/27 December 2020 

Dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ 
After a celebration of Christmas Day in restricted 
circumstances, due to Covid 19, we come to this 
beautiful Feast of the Holy Family of Nazareth. The 
home life of the Lord Jesus, of His mother, the Virgin 
Mary, and of His foster father, St Joseph, teaches us 
the importance of ‘compassion, kindness, humility, gen-
tleness, and patience.’ We want to love as they love, to 
sit in the classroom of the Gospel and learn from 
Christ, inspired by the fidelity of Mary and Joseph. 
These qualities are the sure coordinates to guide us 
forward.  
 
The images we sometimes see of the Holy Family 
make everything look so perfect, as if there were 
never any problems, or moments of anxiety, and not 
that much joy and laughter either. How can any fam-
ily flourish without joy? How can any family blos-
som without laughter? No, the Holy Family was a 
real family. ‘Tears and smiles, like us,’ they knew, each 
in their own way. All our experiences of family, and 
of our relationships within them, form a school 
where our understanding of holiness can deepen, 
where, modelled on Christ, we are trained how to 
love evermore generously.  
 
Of course, we know family life is not always easy. 
Every family needs help, especially when its mem-
bers face difficulties and struggles. Above all, each of 
us, no matter what our age or circumstances, needs 
to know that we are loved and that we belong. This 
is why the Church matters, as a family for everyone, 
a place to find and know God’s love, a place to dis-
cover our true home in Christ and with each other.  
 
St Luke retells an important event in the life of the 
Holy Family. Forty days after His birth, the Christ 
Child was presented by His parents in the Temple in 
Jerusalem, in accordance with the Law of Moses. 
This humble couple accepted the precious vocation 
God gave them as parents. This call from God is 
alive today. Parents are to protect and nurture new 
life. They are ‘the first teachers’ of their children ‘in the 
ways of faith.’ They are also to be ‘the best of teachers, 
bearing witness to the faith by what they say and do.’ This 
is both a gracious invitation and an awesome respon-
sibility. As they prepare for the baptism of their 
child, every mother and father should be given a 
copy of the Gospel with the words: ‘Receive the Gospel 
of Christ whose teacher you now are. Believe what you 
read, teach what you believe, and practice what you teach.’ 
The family remains the primary place for living, 

teaching, and sharing the Gospel. Daily evangeli-
sation is part of every home centred on Christ. 
The need for witness to our Catholic faith about, 
and within, the family is as great as it ever was.   
 
I want to thank every Christian family in our par-
ish and school communities for your faithfulness 
to Christ. Thank you to wives and husbands who 
encourage each other to live the Gospel, ‘for better, 
for worse; for richer, for poorer.’ Thank you to mums 
and dads, to grandparents, aunts and uncles, for 
passing on the faith to your children, grandchil-
dren, nephews and nieces. Thank you to older 
brothers and sisters for the good example of faith 
you give to your younger sisters and brothers. 
They look up to you and need you. Thank you to 
clergy and religious, and to parish catechists and 
school staff, who support families in handing the 
faith to new generations. Please make sure that 
our communities are welcoming and supportive to 
all families, not least those new to our country or 
area, those going through brokenness or separa-
tion, and those facing poverty and hardship.  
 
The home of the Holy Family of Nazareth was a 
loving space where the Lord Jesus grew to ma-
turity, filled with wisdom. May our families, and 
the family of the Church, enable the message of 
Christ, in all its richness, to dwell within us so 
that we always speak and act with love. 
 
I assure each one of you, your families, and your 
loved ones, of my prayers as 2021 opens before us. 
Whatever this New Year brings, let us step out 
with ‘compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and 
patience,’ united as members of one body.  May the 
peace of Christ reign in our hearts and in our 
world. 

With every blessing 
Yours devotedly in Christ 

+ John Wilson 
Metropolitan Archbishop of Southwark 

 Scripture readings are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright ©1966,1967 &1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and Doubleday, a division 

of Random House, Inc.                 46/20 

• Mon. 28th: 10am Mass ONLY 

• Weekday schedule resumes on Tue 29th 

• 31st Dec: Mass at 10 am, 12:10 (Online) & 

6:45pm.   

• New Year Eve Programme:  

 10:30pm Adoration. 11:00pm: Mass 

 (Bookings alone and 120 persons only) 

• 1st Jan 2021:  10am & 12noon Masses 

• 2nd & 3rd Jan: weekend Masses as usual. 

• Jan 4 Weekday Masses as usual. 


