
 

ENTRANCE: ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY 
Once in Royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed. 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for His bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ that little child. 
 
He came down to earth from Heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all. 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall. 
With the poor and mean and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour Holy. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see Him 
Through His own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle 
Is our Lord in Heaven above; 
And He leads His children on 
To the place where He is gone. 
 
Not in that poor, lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see Him; but in Heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high, 
When, like stars, His children crowned 
All in white, shall wait around. 
 
Gloria: 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
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we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of 
the Father, have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father.   
Amen. 
 

 
Collect 
O God, who were pleased to give us 
the shining example of the Holy Family, 
graciously grant that we may imitate them 
in practising the virtues of family life  
and in the bonds of charity, 
and so, in the joy of your house, 
delight one day in eternal rewards. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.   
Amen. 
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First reading  1 Samuel 1:20-22,24-28 
Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son, and called him 
Samuel ‘since’ she said ‘I asked the Lord for him.’ 

When a year had gone by, the husband Elkanah went 
up again with all his family to offer the annual sacrifice to 
the Lord and to fulfil his vow. Hannah, however, did not 
go up, having said to her husband, ‘Not before the child is 
weaned. Then I will bring him and present him before the 
Lord and he shall stay there for ever.’ 

When she had weaned him, she took him up with her 
together with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour and 
a skin of wine, and she brought him to the temple of the 
Lord at Shiloh; and the child was with them. They 
slaughtered the bull and the child’s mother came to Eli. 
She said, ‘If you please, my lord. As you live, my lord, I 
am the woman who stood here beside you, praying to the 
Lord. This is the child I prayed for, and the Lord granted 
me what I asked him. Now I make him over to the Lord 
for the whole of his life. He is made over to the Lord.’ 
The word of the Lord 

 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps. 83(84):2-3,5-6,9-10 
 
R. They are happy who dwell in your house, O 

Lord. 

How lovely is your dwelling place, 
Lord, God of hosts. 
My soul is longing and yearning, 
is yearning for the courts of the Lord. 
My heart and my soul ring out their joy 
to God, the living God.   R. 

They are happy, who dwell in your house, 
for ever singing your praise. 
They are happy, whose strength is in you, 
in whose hearts are the roads to Zion. R. 

O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer, 
give ear, O God of Jacob. 
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield, 
look on the face of your anointed.  R. 

 
Second reading  1 John 3:1-2,21-24 
Think of the love that the Father has lavished on us, 
by letting us be called God’s children; 
and that is what we are. 
Because the world refused to acknowledge him, 
therefore it does not acknowledge us. 
My dear people, we are already the children of God 
but what we are to be in the future  
has not yet been revealed; 
all we know is, that when it is revealed 
we shall be like him 
because we shall see him as he really is. 

My dear people, 
if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience, 
we need not be afraid in God’s presence, 
and whatever we ask him, 
we shall receive, 
because we keep his commandments 
and live the kind of life that he wants. 

His commandments are these: 
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and that we love one another 
as he told us to. 
Whoever keeps his commandments 
lives in God and God lives in him. 
We know that he lives in us 
by the Spirit that he has given us. 
The word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation    cf.Ac16:14 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our heart, O Lord, 
to accept the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel   Luke 2:41-52 
Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem 
for the feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years 
old, they went up for the feast as usual. When they 
were on their way home after the feast, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents know-
ing it. They assumed he was with the caravan, and it 
was only after a day’s journey that they went to look 
for him among their relations and acquaintances. When 
they failed to find him they went back to Jerusalem 
looking for him everywhere. 

Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sit-
ting among the doctors, listening to them, and asking 
them questions; and all those who heard him were 
astounded at his intelligence and his replies. They were 
overcome when they saw him, and his mother said to 
him, ‘My child, why have, you done this to us? See how 
worried your father and I have been, looking for you.’ 

‘Why were you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you 
not know that I must be busy with my Father’s affairs?’ 
But they did not understand what he meant. 

He then went down with them and came to Nazareth 
and lived under their authority. 

His mother stored up all these things in her heart. 
And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in fa-
vour with God and men. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
Homily 
 
The Creed 
I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only-Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made,  
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
   



For us men and for our salvation   
He came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary 
and became man.      
 
For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate. 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins, 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Faithful 
 
OFFERTORY: IN THE BLEAK MID-WINTER  
In the bleak mid-winter 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter 
Long ago. 

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him 
Nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When He comes to reign: 
In the bleak mid-winter 
A stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, 
Jesus Christ. 

Enough for Him, whom cherubim 
Worship night and day, 
A breastful of milk 
And a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for Him, whom angels 
Fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel 
Which adore. 

Angels and archangels 
May have gathered there, 

Cherubim and seraphim 
Thronged the air, 
But only His mother 
In her maiden bliss, 
Worshipped the Beloved 
With a kiss. 

What can I give Him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb, 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part, 
Yet what I can I give Him, 
Give my heart. 
 
COMMUNION:  WHAT CHILD IS THIS 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping, 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Come, greet the infant Lord 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
The Cross be borne for me, for you; 
Hail, hail the Word Made Flesh, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
Come, peasant, king, to own Him! 
The King of Kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him! 
Raise, raise the song on high! 
The virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy! joy! for Christ is born, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 
 
RECESSIONAL: ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD 
Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o’er the plains 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyous strains 
 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your rapturous strains prolong? 
Say, what may your tidings be 
Which inspire your heavenly song 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him Whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee, 
the infant Christ the new-born King. 



See within  a manger laid 
Jesus, Lord of heaven and earth; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
To celebrate our Saviour’s birth. 
 

 

Pastoral Letter for the  

Solemnity of the Holy Family 2021 

To be read at all Sunday Masses on 26 December 2021 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

I extend to each of you, and to your families and loved 
ones, my warm good wishes as we celebrate the birth of 
our Saviour this Christmas. I pray that, in a deepened 
way, your heart might be opened to the loving closeness 
of the Lord Jesus. Now, and always, He is Emmanuel: 
God with us and God for us; nearer to us than our inner-
most thoughts, and closer to us than our heartbeat. It was 
because God loved the world so much, because God loved 
you so much, that He sent His only Son, conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. For so great a 
gift, we too sing in thanksgiving with the angels: ‘Glory to 
God in the highest.’ 

Whatever ups and downs the past year has brought, re-
member that you belong to Christ. In our isolation or dis-
tance, in our fear or disappointment, we have a home in 
Christ and in His Church. He knows our name. Our bap-
tism is part of His life-story. The Lord never will never 
forget us or abandon us. How we need to be reminded of 
this, especially in difficult times. We are united to Christ, 
and to each other, in the family of the Church. Ours is not 
a do-it yourself faith or a go-it-alone religion. Believing 
and belonging go together. We journey with each other 
as Christ’s Body, called to live our faith from within the 
Church towards to the world. 

The Feast of the Holy Family this year follows on imme-
diately from Christmas Day. We remain focused on the 
new-born Christ child, held in the arms of His mother 
Mary and watched over by His foster father, St Joseph. 
United in Christ, Christian families too are places where 
believing and belonging go together, giving much needed 
witness to the unchanging virtues of faith, love, and hope, 
of patience, mercy and kindness. 

What must it have been like for Joseph and his pregnant 
wife to have arrived in Bethlehem, exhausted by the jour-
ney from Nazareth? We know Mary was close to her de-
livery date. Joseph would have slowed the pace of travel 
to protect his wife and her unborn child. To avoid any 
possible hostility in Samaria, the Holy Family also proba-
bly took a detour. It would, therefore, have taken Joseph 
and Mary a week to ten days, maybe even longer, to reach 
their destination. They then struggled to find suitable 
accommodation and had to bed down beside the animals 
in the straw. Through all this they have something to 
teach us: they kept faith and they trusted in God’s promis-
es. 

Fast forward twelve years. The Holy Family had been 
in Jerusalem for the Passover. As they travelled home, 
their beloved child, the Lord Jesus, went missing. At 
that time men sometimes travelled separately from 
women, and the children travelled with either parent. 
Mary thought the Lord Jesus was with Joseph and 
Joseph thought He was with Mary. How panicked 
they must have been, fearing that He was lost, even 
that He had been injured or killed. Rushing back to 
Jerusalem, they found the Lord Jesus three days later 
teaching in the temple, getting on with His ‘Heavenly 
Father’s business.’ It’s significant that they found Him 
alive after three days. The Gospel points to the resur-
rection. Again, there is something to learn here. In all 
we face, how we need to keep faith and trust in God’s 
promises. As the Christmas carol ‘Hark! The herald 
angels sing’ reminds us, Christ is born so we ‘no more 
may die,’ born to raise us from the earth, born to give 
us ‘second birth.’ 

Dear friends, we each need to nurture our faith. We 
each need to renew our trust in God’s promises. We 
live with hope in Christ born for us and raised from 
death on the cross for us. This is our faith. This is the 
faith of the Church. We are proud to profess it. Thank 
you to parents, grandparents, and great grandparents 
for passing on the faith in your families. Thank you to 
catechists, teachers, clergy and religious sisters for 
passing on the faith in the family of the Church. Please 
be encouraged to continue helping people to believe 
and belong in Christ, especially through the celebra-
tion of the Sacraments, through cherishing prayer and 
the Scriptures, and through loving service to those 
most in need.    

I assure you of my prayers on this beautiful Feast of 
the Holy Family: prayers for each of you and, in par-
ticular, for anyone struggling with life, and especially 
family life or marriage; for anyone coping with illness 
or bereavement; and for anyone uncertain about what 
2022 might hold. Let us unite ourselves to Our Lady 
and to St Joseph. With them we keep faith and trust in 
God’s promise: a Saviour has been born for us who is 
Christ the Lord. He is Emmanuel: God with us and 
God for us.  

With every blessing for this Christmas Season and the 
New Year  

Yours devotedly in Christ 

+ John Wilson 
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Our parish office has closed for 

Christmas to re-open on Wednes-

day 5th of January 2022.  


