
 

Entrance Antiphon                       Cf. Isaiah 48:20 
Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be heard; proclaim 
to the ends of the earth:  The Lord has freed his 
people,  alleluia. 
 
Collect 

Grant, almighty God,  
that we may celebrate with heartfelt devotion  
these days of joy,  
which we keep in honour of the risen Lord,  
and that what we relive in remembrance  
we may always hold to in what we do. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. 
 
First Reading Acts of the Apostles  8:5-8, 14-17 
Philip went to a Samaritan town and proclaimed the 
Christ to them. The people united in welcoming the 
message Philip preached, either because they had 
heard of the miracles he worked or because they saw 
them for themselves. There were, for example, un-
clean spirits that came shrieking out of many who 
were possessed, and several paralytics and cripples 
were cured. As a result there was great rejoicing in 
that town.   
When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and 
John to them, and they went down there, and 

prayed for the Samaritans to receive the Holy 
Spirit, for as yet he had not come down on any of 
them: they had only been baptised in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit. 
The word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm   Psalm 65:1-7, 16-20  R. v.1 

 
Cry out with joy to God all the earth. 
 
Cry out with joy to God all the earth,  
O sing to the glory of his name. 
O render him glorious praise.,  
Say to God: How tremendous your deeds.    R. 
 
‘Before you all the earth shall bow; 
shall sing to you, sing to your name!’. 
Come and see the works of God,  
tremendous his deeds among men.   R. 
  
He turned the sea into dry land, 
they passed through the river dry-shod. 
Let our joy then be in him; 
he rules for ever by his might.  R. 
 
Come and hear, all who fear God. 
I will tell what he did for my soul: 
Blessed be God who did not reject my prayer 
nor withhold his love from me. R. 
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Second Reading                1 Peter  3:15-18 
Reverence the Lord Christ in your hearts, and al-
ways have your answer ready for people who ask 
you the reason for the hope that you all have. But 
give it with courtesy and respect and with a clear 
conscience, so that those who slander you when you 
are living a good life in Christ may be proved 
wrong in the accusations that they bring. And if it is 
the will of God that you should suffer, it is better to 
suffer for doing right than for doing wrong.  Why, 
Christ himself, innocent though he was, had died 
once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. 
In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was 
raised to life. 
The word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation                     Jn 14:6 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said:  
‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we shall come to him.’ 
Alleluia! 
 
 
Gospel     John 14: 15-21 
Jesus said to his disciples:  
‘If you love me you will keep my commandments.  
I shall ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate  
to be with you for ever,  
that Spirit of truth  
whom the world can never receive  
since it neither sees nor knows him;  
but you know him,  
because he is with you, he is in you.  
I will not leave you orphans;  
I will come back to you.  
In a short time the world will no longer see me; but 
you will see me,  
because I live and you will live.  
On that day  
you will understand that I am in my Father  
and you in me and I in you.  
Anybody who receives my commandments  
and keeps them  
will be one who loves me;  
and anybody who loves me  
will be loved by my Father,  
and I shall love him  
and show myself to him.’ 
The Gospel of the Lord 
 
 
Homily 
 
 

The Creed 
I believe in one God, 
the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only-Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made,  
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
He came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate  
of the Virgin Mary 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate. 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, Catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins, 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Faithful 
 
Prayer over the Offerings 
May our prayers rise up to you, O Lord,  
together with the sacrificial offerings,  
so that, purified by your graciousness,  
we may be conformed to the  
mysteries of your mighty love. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
Communion Antiphon             John 14:15-16 

If you love me, keep my commandments, says the 
Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will send 
you another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever, 
alleluia. 



Prayer after Communion 
Almighty ever-living God,  
who restore us to eternal life  
in the Resurrection of Christ,  
increase in us, we pray,  
the fruits of this paschal Sacrament  
and pour into our hearts  
the strength of this saving food.  
Through Christ our Lord. 
 
IN CASE OF HOSPITAL ADMISSION: If any 
Catholic you know is taken to the hospital, please let 
us have their details so we can link them up with 
Catholic chaplains in the hospitals for proper spiritu-
al care. 
 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
St John Fisher School, Peaks Hill, Purley, Surrey is 
advertising the position of the School Librarian. Re-
quired from 8th July 2020. GLPC Grade 5, Point 12-
14 (Salary:£24,462-£25,353 FTE, £20,401-
£21,144 PRO RATA). Application forms available 
for download on the school’s website at 
www.johnfisherschool.org/Careeroppportunities.  
Closing date is Monday, 1st June 2020. 
 
Margaret Roper Catholic Pry School Purley  
Currently has places available in RECEPTION 
CLASS 2020.  For any further information, please 
email:  
office@margaretroper.croydon.sch.uk 
 
APPRECIATION 
Our sincere appreciation to all those who have been 
donating and sending their weekly offerings to the 
parish via our web Donation Page, Standing Order 
and Online Banking.    Your continued contribution 
is a sure sign of your commitment to the parish fami-
ly in this time of the pandemic.  May God continue 
to bless our parish family and help us to overcome 
this invisible enemy of the human race. 
 
A PRAYER FOR PROTECTION IN TIMES OF 
PANDEMIC 
O Mary,  
you always brighten our path  
as a sign of salvation and of hope.  
We entrust ourselves to you,  
Health of the Sick,  
who, at the Cross  
took part in Jesus’ pain  
while remaining steadfast in faith.  
O loving Mother,  
you know what we need,  
and we are confident you will provide  
for us as at Cana in Galilee. 

Intercede for us with your Son Jesus,  
the Divine Physician,  
for those who have fallen ill,  
for those who are vulnerable,  
and for those who have died. 
Intercede also  
for those charged with protecting  
the health and safety of others  
and for those who are tending to the sick  
and seeking a cure. 
Help us,  
O Mother of Divine Love,  
to conform to the will of the Father  
and to do as we are told by Jesus,  
who took upon himself our sufferings  
and carried our sorrows  
so as to lead us,  
through the Cross,  
to the glory of the Resurrection.  
Amen 
 
We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God, 
despise not our prayers in our necessities, but de-
liver us always from all dangers, O ever glorious 
and blessed Virgin Mary. Amen. 
 
READINGS FOR ASCENSION DAY MASS  

(THURSDAY 21ST MAY 2020) 
 
First Reading  Acts  of the Apostles  1:1-11 
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with every-
thing Jesus had done and taught from the begin-
ning until the day he gave his instructions to the 
apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, 
and was taken up to heaven. He had shown himself 
alive to them after his Passion by many demonstra-
tions: for forty days he had continued to appear to 
them and tell them about the kingdom of God. 
When he had been at table with them, he had told 
them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for 
what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said 
‘what you have heard me speak about: John bap-
tised with water but you, not many days from now, 
will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’  Now having 
met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time 
come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times 
or dates that the Father has decided by his own au-
thority, but you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my wit-
nesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea 
and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’  
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked 
on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They 
were still staring into the sky when suddenly two 
men in white were standing near them and they 
said, ‘Why are you men from Galilee standing here 
looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up 



from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back 
in the same way as you have seen him go there.’ 
The word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm   Psalm 65:1-7, 16-20  R. v.1 

God goes up with shouts of joy; 
The Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
 
All peoples, clap your hands,  
cry to god with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High,  
we must fear, great king over all the earth.     R. 
 
God goes up with shouts of joy;  
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise to God, sing praise,  
sing praise to our king, sing praise. R. 
 
God is king of all the earth. 
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. R. 
 
Second Reading              Ephesians 1:17-23 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of 
what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of 
him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that 
you can see what hope his call holds for you, what 
rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit 
and how infinitely great is the power that he has  
exercised for us believers. This you can tell from the 
strength of his power at work in Christ, when he 
used it to raise him from the dead and to make him 
sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every   
Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or 
any other name that can be named not only in this 
age but also in the age to come.  He has put all 
things under his feet and made him, as the ruler of 
everything, the head of the Church; which is his 
body, the fullness of him who fills the whole creation. 
The word of the Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation                Matt  28:19.20  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go, make disciples of all the nations; 
I am with you always; yes, to the end of time. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel         Matt 28: 16-20 
The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the 
mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them. 
When they saw him they fell down before him, 
though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke 
to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make 
disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teach them to observe all the  
commands I gave you. And know that I am with 
you always; yes, to the end of time.’ 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Scripture readings are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright ©1966,1967 &1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and Doubleday, a division 

of Random House, Inc. 

       10/20 

PARISH PROGRAMMES STREAMING ONLINE 

Monday to Friday: Mass at 10:00am; 12:10pm & 6:45pm 
Saturday: 10:00am & 7:00pm (Sunday Vigil Mass) 
Sunday: 8:00am; 12:15pm  & 6:00pm 
PRAYERS: (Mon—Sat) Morning 9:30am; Evening: 6pm 
    Night: 9:00pm 
  (Sun) Morning 9:30am;  Evening: 5:30pm 
    Night: 9:00pm 
ROSARY: 11:30am daily 
ADORATION:   Mon—Fri: 12:45pm to 6:20pm 
   Sat: 10:45am to 6:20pm 
   Sun:  1:15pm to 5:45pm 

 
ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe you are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all 
things and I desire to receive you into my 
soul.  Since I cannot now  receive you sacra-
mentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart.  I embrace you as if you were already 
there and unite myself to you. Never permit 
me to be separated from you. Amen. 


